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CC Connections

Half the fun of getting a new pastor is 
getting to know him.  Last month, Fr. 
Ryan sat down in an interview to 
introduce himself.

Fr. Ryan spent his first years in 
Sherwood, Wis., and moved to Manasha 
when he was 10, along with his parents 
and his younger sister, Erin.

“Hers was the first wedding I ever 
did,” he said. “I was ordained a priest, 
and she was married the same month (in 
2012).”

He graduated from St. Mary’s Central 
High School (now St. Mary’s Catholic), 
and enrolled for a time in fire-protection 
training. But, after seeing the movie 
“The Passion of the Christ,” he decided 
he wanted to become a priest. His 
undergraduate work was done at the 
Josephinum Pontifical Seminary in 
Columbus, Ohio, and his major seminary 
work was in Mundelein near Chicago. 
Before coming here, he was pastor at 
Good Shepherd Parish in Chilton for five 
years.

When asked what he considers his 
strengths as a priest, Fr. Ryan said he 
loves the celebration of the liturgy, and 
thinks it should be beautiful, “as it’s 
meant to touch heaven right here.”

“I do enjoy preaching a lot, and I put 
time into preparing what I think are good 
homilies because I think it’s important 
for people to learn about their faith in 
that context, to be inspired, to be 
challenged.” 

His first impression of Corpus Christi 
is that “there’s an incredible spirit of 
volunteerism. People are engaged in 
different ministries--the parish is active 

in that way. There’s good outreach, and 
awareness of the larger community, the 
need to make disciples of it. I come here 
new, and I can see that’s very strong.”

Most parishioners are curious to see 
what kinds of changes a new pastor will 
bring. 

“It’s hard to say, because you spend 
the first couple of months 
learning,” he said. “You 
might make little tweaks 
to the liturgy, but they tell 
us to wait for a while 
with the big stuff until we 
see why things are done 
the way they are. That’s 
where I am right now, in 
a holding pattern.”

Fr. Ryan said priests 
have to trust people’s 
good intentions, and be 
willing to ask questions 
and talk things out before 
deciding whether changes 
need to be made. He’s 
waiting for St. John 
Bosco School to start, 
and to get acquainted 
with the Genesis, Edge 
and Life Teen programs, 
and he recently held a meeting with the 
parish and pastoral councils, which 
included leaders of various ministries, to 
get up to speed on the inner workings of 
the parish.

Fr. Ryan’s former parish was just one 
site, so being pastor of two different 
parishes at the same time is new for him.

“I told the deacon I feel a bit like a 
missionary,” he said. “I have to hop in 

the car and drive to my next Mass on a 
Sunday morning. It’s kind of cool.” 

Fr. Ryan follows the Church’s plan for 
prayer, spreading it out throughout the 
day at various times, but he confesses he 
likes the morning time.

“I like before the day gets started, and 
you can bring it before the Lord and 

place it in his hands. I 
use the breviary, and 
personal prayer, praying 
with the Gospel--and I 
have a dog to take care 
of, so that’s going on in 
the morning.’
   His dog is Anna, a 
German shepherd that is 
already attracting 
comments from 
passersby when the two 
of them are out in the 
yard, walking or 
playing. She helps him 
get his exercise in. He 
said he grew up with 
dogs. In his first 
pastorship, where he 
lived alone, he realized 
he liked some 
movement in the house. 

So, he got a puppy.
“I learned a lot about motherhood,” he 

said, laughing as he recalled sleepless 
nights and potty training sessions.

Fr. Ryan also loves movies and has a 
collection of his own.

“No particular genre,” he said. “I just 
like good storytelling. In college I was a 
literature minor.”

We’re happy you’re here, Fr. Ryan!

Fr. Ryan Krueger new shepherd of this flock

Fr. Ryan Krueger and Anna.
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Parish Council Notes

Alert parishioners--or those who sit closer to the front--have 
probably noticed the beautiful chalice being used by Fr. Ryan at 
Mass.

The chalice was made possible by a $1,000 gift from the 
Knights of Columbus, some of the proceeds the Knights earned 
operating a concessions stand at Lambeau Field.

Steve Partyka, who was Grand Knight at the time of the 
donation, explained that the Knights keep half the money they 
earn at Lambeau for themselves. Forty percent of the other half 
goes to Corpus Christi, 40 percent to St. Joseph, and 20 percent 
to Ss. Peter and Paul.

“We give to the parishes whose Knights volunteer at 
Lambeau,” he said.

Previously, our parish had no chalice of its own, so priests 
had to use their own--which is a problem when there is a 
visiting priest. Fr. Tony had made his chalice available for 
anyone who needed it.

Fr. Ryan was presented with the check as soon as he arrived, 
and he had the fun of choosing the new chalice. We think he 
picked a good one!

What’s a finance council for, anyway?

Knights of Columbus donate chalice

(Until we have a new parish council president, there is 
no presidential report. Last issue we talked about what a 
parish council does. This issue we take a quick look at 
the finance council.)

Randy Nesbitt, chairman of the finance council, said it 
is an arm of the parish council.  It reviews financial 

matters within the parish, 
establishes an annual budget, 
and reviews financial reports 
to see that the parish finances 
are in order.  
   Recommendations are 
made to the parish council 
and pastor as to purchases 

and operating decisions to maintain financial stability.  It 
is likely that new members will eventually be added to 
replace those whose terms have expired, once Fr. Ryan 
becomes more familiar with the parish.

Current members, besides Nesbitt, are Fran Shefchik, 
Dan Maggle, Fred Frey and trustees Brian Woods and 
Jim Collins.

Bishop David, Ricken, in a decree issued in 2015, said 
an active, well-formed finance council is a key element to 
the parish and the bishop. According to our diocese’s 
guidelines, and the Code of Canon Law, the finance 
council should meet quarterly at minimum, preferably 
monthly. A complete and understandable financial report 
must be made available to parishioners every year, and 
made available to the diocese in a timely manner. Fund 
raising and property management also fall under the 
jurisdiction of the finance council.

No parish employee, full or part time, nor any of their 
immediate family--child, spouse, parent or sibling--may 
serve on the finance council. Also, only one family 
member may serve on either the finance council or the 
parish council at the same time. Therefore, for example, a 
father couldn’t serve on the parish council while his 
daughter served on the finance council.

To read the entire set of guidelines for the finance 
council, go online at https://www.gbdioc.org/images/
stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/
All_Things_Parish/Documents/
ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf.

https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
https://www.gbdioc.org/images/stories/Resource_Site/stewardship-pastoral-services/All_Things_Parish/Documents/ParishFinanceCouncilPolicies.pdf
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Connecting with CC Life
What’s new?
  

• We held welcome receptions 
for Fr. Ryan after the Masses his 
first weekend here, July 6 & 7. 
Then, we joined with Holy Name 
of Mary to welcome him again at 
their parish picnic on July 21. 
Each parish presented him with a 
gift basket that included gifts and 
gift cards from local businesses to 
help him become acquainted with 
our communities.

   • Although Holy Name of Mary 
did the major work on their picnic, 
members of Corpus Christi also 
helped, since both parishes were 
welcoming Fr. Ryan. This 
cooperative effort is a sample of 
what Parish Mission Planning is all 
about. We’ll be seeing more of 
these working-together situations 

among area parishes as time goes by.

• With Fr. Ryan’s arrival, our parish council will be meeting 
monthly, on the same night as the finance council. Term limits 
will be observed.

   • At the August 6 parish council meeting,    Fr. Ryan asked 
for new phones in the parish office to bring the system up to 

date. Once installed, callers can leave a 
message even during off hours. This will 
eliminate the need for the current answering 
service, and will save money.

• When asked, Fr. Ryan said he was 
“open” to having his homilies taped and made available on the 
web site. 

 • The search for maintenance people for the parish 
buildings and St. John Bosco School has 
begun again, since current personnel will be 
dealing with family health issues. If you 
know anyone who might want more 
information, contact the parish office 
(743-4716) or the school office, 
(743-4144).

   • We have a new 
system for the 

Communion procession at Mass. If you 
haven’t experienced that already, just 
follow the people around you.

   • Fr. Ryan said if 
changes are coming, they will be 
introduced slowly. However, some altar 
furniture has been removed or 
repositioned, and we now have bells at the 
Consecration. All that’s done to keep the 
focus on the altar.

Did you know...?

Sacred space tour continues
   The Easter (or Paschal) candle is 
located near the baptismal font, the 
exception being during the Easter season 
when it is placed next to the ambo.
Originating around the fourth century, this 
large candle represents the light of Christ, 
and a new Paschal candle is blessed 
during each Easter Vigil. It is lit for every 
baptism, and the flame, the light of Christ, 
is transferred to a candle given to the 
baptized individual or to an adult family 
member when an infant is baptized.

                       +    +

The sacristy, from the Latin word 
sacristra, meaning a room near the 
sanctuary or church entrance, contains the 

bread and wine, sacred 
vessels, the books, the 
vestments, everything 
needed in the celebration 
of the Mass. It is the 
location where the priests 
and ministers vest. The 
sacristy was part of the 
church since the first 
places of public worship 
were built in the fourth 
century. Here, the sacred 
vessels are cleaned after 
Mass.

--Our Sunday Visitor
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Google “angels in television series” 
and you might be surprised at how many 
names pop up, with “Highway to 
Heaven” and “Touched by an Angel” 
probably being the best known.

Unfortunately for a lot of people, the 
image of Michael Landon and a scruffy 
sidekick, or the glamorous Roma 
Downey, has been burned in their brains 
when they think about angels and their 
jobs here on earth--if they really believe 
in angels at all.

Let’s be definite, here: the Church 
believes in angels. As Catholics, we 
believe in angels, just as much as we 
believe in human beings. Fr. Ryan leads 
parishioners in the prayer to St. Michael 
after weekday Masses, as was request by 
Pope Leo XIII. Older Catholics may 
remember the religious sisters teaching 
them to save a little room on their school 
benches for their angels to sit--an 
effective way to teach children that 
angels are all about us--especially our 
guardian angels. 

How many of us, as adults, think about 
the guardian 
angels, assigned 
to us by God and 
who remain with 
us until we die? 
How many of us 
ask for their help 
and protection?
   Saint Rose of 
Lima, St. 
Gemma Galgani, 
St. Frances of 

Rome, St. Margaret of Cortona and St. 
Bridget of Sweden, among others, saw 
their guardian angels. Pope St. Gregory 
the Great was tenderly devoted to his 
guardian angel. St.Francis de Sales had, 
as one of his special devotions, reverence 
for the holy angels who have charge of 

the care of the tabernacle in every 
Catholic Church.

Padre Pio was one of the saints who 
honored his angel from the earliest years 
of life, so that God granted him the vision 
not only of his own guardian angel but 
those of others. Many times it was 

through the  guardian angel of a person 
that their need was brought to Padre Pio's 
attention, who then prayed for that 
person.

The following story is related in “Send 
Me Your Guardian Angel,” a book on 
Padre Pio's relations with the angels by 
Fr. Alessio Parente, OFM Cap.. Fr. 
Alessio had the privilege of taking care of 
Padre Pio in the later years of his life.

“Once a person was accepted as Padre 
Pio's spiritual child, he would never 
abandon them, no matter what danger 
they were in. Even if he did not visit them 
personally, they would receive his help 
through his guardian angel.

“Cecil Humphrey-Smith, a well known 
gentleman from England, was Padre 
Pio's spiritual child. While in Italy, 
during the time Padre Pio was alive, 
Cecil had a car crash and was very 
seriously injured. A friend of his, seeing 
him in such a bad condition afterwards, 
went to the post office and sent a 
telegram to Padre Pio requesting his 
prayers for the injured Cecil. When he 
presented the telegram at the desk, the 
man gave him back a telegram from 

Padre Pio assuring his prayers for Cecil 
Humphrey-Smith's recovery.

“It was some months before Cecil was 
in good enough shape to travel again, but 
as soon as he had recovered he made 
tracks for San Giovanni Rotondo. On this 
occasion, both Cecil and his friend met 
Padre Pio and they thanked him for his 
prayers. At the same time, they were 
curious to know how he came to know 
about the accident and how a telegram 
had arrived in such a short space of time. 
In response to their demand, Padre Pio, 
in his humorous way, said, ‘Do you think 
the Angels go as slowly as the planes?’"

St. Augustine says, “Go where we will, 
our angels are always with us.” St. 
Jerome says, “So sublime is the dignity 
of the human soul that from its birth there 
is appointed to each one a guardian 
angel.” And St. Bernard says, “Make the 
holy angels your friends. No matter how 
weak we may be, or lowly our condition, 
or how great the dangers which surround 
us, we have nothing to fear under the 
protection of these guardians.” In every 
difficulty, danger and temptation, St. 
Bernard urges us to invoke our guardian 
angel.

This month, on the 29th, the Church 
celebrates the feasts of the angels 
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael. On 
October 2, we celebrate the feast of the 
guardian angels. Makes these days a 
celebration for your family, and if your 
children or grandchildren are young, 
teach them the guardian angel prayer:

Angel of God, my guardian dear,
to whom God’s love commits me here,
ever this day be at my side
to light and guard, to rule and guide.
While you’re praying, don’t picture 

Michael Landon or Roma Downey. 
Picture a glorious and powerful being 
whose gaze rests on God at all times, and 
who joyfully serves God by caring for us 
and carrying all of our prayers to heaven. 

Angels of God: Warriors, guardians, friends 

Connecting
with

the liturgy
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Ask Fr. Ryan
Q:  When lectors, cantors, and extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist are coming and going, do they bow to the altar, or to the 

tabernacle?

A: The short answer is:  During Mass, bow to the altar; any other time, genuflect to the tabernacle.

During Mass, our attention is directed towards the altar, and as such, we bow to the altar.  Our attention is 
focused on the altar during Mass because that is where Jesus is made present to us in the changing of bread 
and wine into His Most Precious Body and Blood.  When we're in church for one reason or another and Mass 
is not being celebrated, then we genuflect to the tabernacle because that is where Jesus resides in the Blessed 
Sacrament, and Jesus is in the tabernacle 24/7.
(If you have a question for Fr. Ryan, email him at fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com.  Or mail your question to 25 N. 
Elgin, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235.)

CC CameraConnections
Fr. Carl, flanked by Dcn. 
Mark and Dcn. Paul, at his 
last Mass at Corpus Christi; 
people raise their hands in 
blessing; a receiving line 
after Mass for individual 
goodbyes.

So long, Fr. Carl
Welcome, Fr. Ryan
Bill Hitt (left) and Marian Schlise (right) welcome 
Fr. Ryan after Mass on his first weekend; Dcn. 
Mark presents Fr. Ryan with gift baskets from 
both his parishes at Holy Name of Mary’s picnic.

The first parish council meeting since 
Fr. Ryan’s arrival also included the 
finance council and heads of various 
parish committees. Everyone explained 
their functions to help Fr. Ryan become 
acquainted with the workings of 
Corpus Christi.

Edge students (above left) went to 
Shawano and Life Teen to St. Louis 
for mission trips, and supporters 
join in a dinner to hear about their 
experiences.



Parish office:
office@ccparish.net
743-4716
Fr. Ryan Krueger:
fr.ryankrueger@yahoo.com
Dcn. Mark Hibbs
markhibbs@centurytel.net
Parish Council
President to be announced
Bereavement Ministry:
Contact the office
office@ccparish.net
Bldg & Grnds:
Mark Tlachac
mltlachac@gmail.com
Music Ministry:
Brian Fogarty
bffogarty@gmail.com
Edge & Life Teen:
Sarah Gavin
stgavin25@gmail.com
Genesis: (Grades 1-5):
Penny Biwer
pbiwer@hotmail.com
Adult Faith Formation

Penny Biwer
pbiwer@hotmail.com
Extra-Ordinary 
Ministers of Eucharist:
Contact Tina in the office
743-4716
office@ccparish.net
Funeral Luncheons:
TBA
Funeral Volunteers:
Terie Johnson
tpjohnson8@gmail.com
Lectors:
Dianne Zirbel
743-2260
Prayer Shawl Ministry:
Monica Sawyn
pixwords47@gmail.com
Scrip:
Tina Stawicki
tstawicki@charter.net
Servers:
Dcn. Mark Hibbs
markhibbs@centurytel.net
St. Ann’s Society:

Terie Johnson, president
tpjohnson8@gmail.com
Ushers:
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net
Worship Committee:
Laura Tice
lorg@chartner.net
Technology committee:
Judy Laessig
jlae126@gmail.com
CC Connections:
Monica Sawyn, editor
pixwords47@gmail.com
743-6479
Care Ministry
Dcn. Mark Hibbs
markhibbs@centurytel.net
Special Events
  Steering Committee
Bill Sauvé
bill24@charter.net
Knights of Columbus
Steve Partyka
party1160@att.net

St. John Bosco School
Vickie Dassler, principal
vickie.dassler@johnboscos
chool.org
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